Strobe and Function Generator Setup

If the experiment requires slowing down and/or freezing the motion of the vibrating system, a strobe light is used.  The strobe light can be used in two different modes: triggered, or manually adjusted.  


Both modes are very useful, it al depends on what the user needs to do.  If the objective is to slow down the motion, manually adjusting the frequency of the flashes is better.  But if in the other hand, what is required is to freeze the motion, is easier to trigger the flashes with the same frequency of the function generator.  


In order to lock both frequencies, that of the strobe and the function generator, the user has two options.  First he/she can adjust the frequency manually until both frequencies match.  The second and easier is to connect the strobe directly to the function generator.  This will enable the function generator to drive the flash's frequencies.  The figure below shows the correct setup.




The basic setup is to connect the function generator (TTL port) to the external trigger port of the strobe light.  After this connection is done properly, the user only has to change the mode to external trigger.  
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