USDA Soil Classification System

The Soil consists of Sand, Silt and Clay
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Example 2:
Given: Soil sample
Gravel = 13%

Sand= 14%

Silt = 34%

Clay= 39%
Sum = 100%

Drop the Gravel and
recalculate the ratios.

Sand = 14%
Silt = 34%
Clay = 39%
Sum /87

New Soil Percintages

Sand = 14/87 = 16%

Silt=34/87 = 39%

Clay = 39/87 = 45%

Sum 100%
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COMPARISON OF PARTICLE SIZE SCALES

Sieve Opening in inches U.S. Standard Sieve Numbers
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For soil with gravel,
subtract the gravel
from the soil and
calculate the new
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